Ladywell Green Nursery and Infant School

Curriculum Policy Document for the Foundation Phase

Introduction
Ladywell Green School was opened in 1953. It was then called Newtown Nursery and Infant School. The name was changed to its present title in 1978.

The School Vision – in English Learn, Grow, Succeed and in Welsh Dysgu, Tyfu, Llwyddo
It is our aim at Ladywell Green to ensure that all pupils reach their own full potential and strive to create a positive, well – ordered learning environment which values all pupils as individuals and where success is celebrated.  
Within such an environment pupils will make optimum progress. They will develop an appreciation, understanding and respect for the rights, needs and feelings of others.

At Ladywell Green children's achievements are noted and shared. We believe that praise and a positive approach will enable children to build upon success thus leading to further achievement and fulfillment.

Our approach will develop a learning ethos and positive attitude in our pupils and provide values that will remain with them as they grow into the successful adults of the future.

Aims and Objectives
To enhance self-esteem and the ability to value each person's own worth through a caring, secure environment (items in bold taken from ‘The Learning Country’ Foundation Phase 2003)
· To provide a safe environment for all children in our school

· To develop the natural curiosity that children exhibit about themselves and their world, and use their curiosity to enhance their positive attitudes to learning
· foster positive attitudes towards learning

· To raise standards of achievement by developing each individual to his/her potential through offering a wide range of high quality experiences, ensuring that independence is fostered.

· To develop social awareness, group responsibility and empathy through the social context of learning.

· To address their developing needs by providing first - hand experiences which enable children to acquire concepts and skills which will help them to understand themselves, their culture and the world in which they live.

· To promote a health conscious environment.

· To develop positive relationships between, home, school and the community in order to help them become active citizens within their communities
· To provide a broad, balanced differentiated curriculum for all children.

· To enable them to benefit from educational opportunities later in their lives
Implementation / Provision and Organisation
The Foundation Phase has been implemented according to the Welsh Government time table and is now embedded throughout the school. We provide a secure and stimulating environment in the classrooms which supports all developing skills as the children participate and enjoy all learning  opportunities, enabling them to develop and learn through first hand experiences and through dialogue with other children and adults. 

The Foundation Phase is holistic with the child at the heart of the planned curriculum. There is a clear balance between structured learning through child-initiated activities and those which are teacher led. An active learning approach is used to enhance and extend the children’s development. The curriculum is planned and organised to develop the children’s knowledge, understanding and skills in the seven areas of learning. The indoor and outdoor classrooms are seen as one learning environment, used to promote exploration through firsthand experience.

Class formation and staffing structures are reviewed termly to take into consideration the best interests and needs of all the children.

Pupils are allowed to join the school at the beginning of the term preceding their fourth birthday.  Statutory school age is from the beginning of the term following their fifth birthday.
Class structure is as follows:

1 Nursery/ Reception Class

1 Reception/ Year 1 Class

1 Year 1/2 Class

1 Year 2 Class

Teaching Assistants are allocated in accordance with the Foundation Phase guidelines.  BTec students support the classes when they are here on placement.
Admission
Pupils are now able to enter school full time at the start of the term in which they have their fourth birthday.

Prior to their child's admission into school pupils and parents are invited to an Induction Evening that gives parents and their children the opportunity to meet staff and peers and complete relevant paper work. Parents are also invited to join the Incredible Years School Readiness Programme/school induction workshop. This consists of four two hour sessions which focus on the importance of play and the value and enjoyment gained from books. The outcome of these sessions is to improve children's school readiness in order to ensure that they achieve their potential in school. This coincides with visits by the child into the Nursery class. Thus making the transition from home to school as smooth as possible.

During the Induction Evening information is given about the school with certain areas being highlighted :

· Attendance

· School Routines

· Foundation Phase Curriculum

· Uniform

· School Rules

· Partnership with Parents

This evening also gives parents the opportunity to share any concerns they may have.

The following items of literature are issued to parents to help ease transition.

· A School Prospectus

· A Starting School Letter

· Various Consent Forms

· Home School Agreement

· Order form for School Uniform

· Ethnicity Form

· Information on Child Protection and pupil data sharing
Foundation Phase philosophy
The Foundation Phase encompasses the developmental needs of children. At the centre of the statutory curriculum frame work lies the holistic development of the child and their skills across the curriculum, building on their previous learning experiences, knowledge and skills. The Foundation Phase curriculum promotes equality of opportunity and values, and celebrates diversity. Positive partnerships are fostered and an appreciation of parents/carers as children's first educators is acknowledged.

Children learn through first hand experiential activities with “play” providing the vehicle. Through play children practice and consolidate their learning. They problem solve, experiment, take risks, work individually as well as in large and small groups. These first hand experiences allow children to develop an understanding of themselves and the world in which they live. Children develop feelings, self image and feelings and feelings of self worth and self esteem as a core of this phase.

The Foundation Phase curriculum is planned as a progressive framework that spans four years (3-7 years) to meet the diverse needs of all children. It is appropriate to their stage of learning rather than just age related outcomes to be achieved.

Indoor and outdoor environments that are fun, exciting, stimulating and safe promote children's development and their natural curiosity to explore and learn through first hand experiences.

Skills across the curriculum
A statutory Literacy and Numercy Framework (LNF) has been developed to support practitioners and teachers to embed Literacy and Numeracy across the curriculum. The LNF focuses on the learners’ acquisition of and ability to apply the skills and concepts they have learned to complete tasks appropriate to their stage of development.

Within Literacy we expect children to become accomplished in:

· Oracy across the curriculum

· Reading across the curriculum

· Writing across the curriculum.

Within Numeracy we expect children to become accomplished in: 
· Developing numerical reasoning
· Using number skills

· Using measuring skills

· Using data skills.

Within ICT Pupils are taught ICT skills through the four strands of the Digital Competence Framework (DCP):

· Citizenship (Including e-safety)

· Interacting and collaborating

· Producing

· Data and computational Thinking

Pupils use their Literacy, Numeracy and ICT skills across the curriculum.

Thinking skills All pupils develop their thinking skills across the curriculum through the process of planning, developing and reflecting, which helps them to acquire a deeper understanding and enables them to explore and make sense of their world.
Areas of Learning and RE
The statutory Ares of Learning in the Foundation Phase are:

· Personal and Social Development, Well Being and Cultural Diversity

· Language, Literacy and Communication Skills

· Mathematical Developmental

· Welsh Language Development

· Knowledge and Understanding of the World

· Physical Development

· Creative Development

Personal and Social Development, Well Being and Cultural Diversity
This area is the heart of the Foundation Phase. Children's skills develop across all Areas of Learning through participating in experiential learning activities indoors and outdoors. Children learn about themselves and relationships and are encouraged to develop their self esteem, personal beliefs and moral values. Children develop an understanding of others differing needs, abilities, beliefs and views. The Foundation Phase supports the cultural identity of all children, celebrates different cultures and aids the recognition and positive awareness of own needs and other cultures that exist in a multicultural Wales. They should become increasingly aware of the traditions and celebrations that are an important aspect of the cultures within Wales.

· Motivation and commitment to learn is encouraged
· Children are supported in becoming confident, competent and independent thinkers and learners.

· Children develop an awareness of their environment, learning about the diversity of people.

· Positive attitudes for enjoying and caring for their environment are fostered.

· Children develop self identity.

· Children begin to express their feelings and have empathy with others.

· Children experience challenges that extend their learning.

Language, literacy and Communication Skills
Children are immersed in language experience and activities. Their skills develop through, talking, signing/communicating and listening. Children are encouraged to communicate their needs, feelings and thoughts, retell experiences and discuss individual and group play. Some children will communicate by means other than speech. Children refer to their intentions by asking questions, voicing/expressing opinions and making choices, through a variety of media and by building on previous experiences.

Children are encouraged to: 

· Listen and respond to others.

· Listen and respond to a variety of life experiences that their peers bring to the learning environment.

· Listen and respond to a range of stimuli, including audio visual materials and ICT interactive software.

· Understand the conventions of print and books.

· Be given a wide range of opportunities to enjoy mark making and writing experiences.

· Develop an awareness of Wales as a country with two languages.

· To show a positive attitude to speaking of languages other than Welsh and English.

Language skills learned in one language should support the development and skills in another language.

Mathematical Development
During the Foundation Phase, children develop their skills, knowledge and understanding of mathematics through oral, practical and play activities. They enjoy using and applying mathematics in practical tasks, in real life problems, and within mathematics itself. They use a variety of ICT resources as tools for exploring number, for obtaining real life data and for presenting their findings. Much of their work will be oral. 

Within this area children will: 

· Develop their use and understanding of mathematical language through communication/ talking.

· Ask and respond to questions and explore alternative ideas.

· Use appropriate mathematical language to explain their thinking and the methods they use to support their reasoning.

· Develop a range of methods for working mentally with number in order to solve problems, checking their answers in different ways.

· Explore, estimate and solve real life problems in both the indoor and outdoor environment.

· Develop their understanding of measures.

· Investigate the properties of shape.

· Develop early ideas of position and movement through practical experiences.

· Sort, match sequence and compare objects and events.

· Explore and create simple patterns and relationships.

· Present their work in a variety of ways.

Welsh Language Development
This area of learning focuses on children learning to use and communicate in Welsh to the best of their ability. Welsh will be incorporated into activities throughout the day.

Within this Area of Learning children:

· Listen to Welsh being spoken and respond appropriately in familiar situations, using a range of patterns.

· Are encouraged to communicate their needs in Welsh and should be increasingly be exposed to Welsh.

· Develop skills through communicating in a range of enjoyable, practical, planned activities.

· Use a range of stimuli that build on and increase children's previous knowledge and experience in safe and stimulating indoor and outdoor learning environments.

· Use oral experiences to develop their reading skills.

· Are encouraged to choose and use Welsh reading materials.

· Listen and respond to a range of stimuli including audio-visual materials and ICT interactive software in Welsh.

Language skills learned in one language should support the development of knowledge and skills in another language.

Knowledge and Understanding of the World
Within this area of learning children experience the familiar world through enquiry, investigating the indoor and outdoor environment in a safe and systematic way. They are given experiences that help them to increase their curiosity about the world around them and help them to begin to understand past events, people and places, living things and the work people do.

· Using their senses children are encouraged to enjoy learning by exploration, enquiry, experimentation, asking questions and trying to find answers.

· Children learn to demonstrate care, responsibility, concern and respect for all living things and the environment.

· Children develop and communicate using an increasing range of appropriate vocabulary.

· Children learn to express their own ideas, opinions and feelings with imagination, creativity and sensitivity.

· Children's skills are developed across all Areas of Learning through participation in experiential learning activities and through the use of sources such as stories, photographs, maps, models and ICT.

Physical Development
Children's physical development, enthusiasm and energy for movement  is continually being promoted through helping them to use their bodies effectively, by encouraging spatial awareness, balance, control and co-ordination, and developing  motor and manipulative skills.

· Children develop their gross motor skills, physical control, mobility and an awareness of space using large and small equipment across all Areas of Learning, indoors and outdoors.

· A developing sense of identity is linked closely to their self image, self esteem and confidence.

· Children are introduced to the concepts of health, hygiene and safety and the importance of diet, rest, sleep and exercise.

Creative Development
Within this Area of Learning children are continually developing their imagination and creativity across the curriculum. Their natural curiosity and disposition to learn is stimulated by everyday sensory experiences both inside and out.

· Children engage in creative, imaginative and expressive activities in art, craft, design music dance and movement.

· Children explore a wide range of stimuli.

· Children develop their ability to communicate and express their creative ideas and reflect on their work.

Religious Education
At Ladywell Green we follow the guidance in the Powys Agreed Syllabus as provided by SACRE. Parents/Carers have the right to withdraw their children from RE.

Through religious education in the Foundation Phase children are given opportunities to explore their own experiences, questions and priorities and those of other people, reflect on the value of life and be encouraged  to act responsibly towards living things in an open, challenging way through the exploration of a range of beliefs and view points.

The skills highlighted in the RE framework match those in the Knowledge and Understanding of the World, Personal and Social Development, Well-Being and Cultural Diversity and Creative Development Areas of Learning and adhere to the experiential learning that children have access to the Foundation Phase.

Curriculum Cymreig
At Ladywell Green the Foundation Phase contributes to the Curriculum Cymreig by developing children's understanding of the cultural identity unique to Wales across all Area of Learning through an integrated approach. Children appreciate the different languages, images, objects, sounds and tastes that are integral in Wales today and gain a sense of belonging to Wales, and understand the Welsh heritage, literature and as well as the language.

Assessment
Assessment for learning, observation, planning and doing, all form part of the assessment process at Ladywell Green. They are vital tools in deciding what to provide for individual children and what they need for the next stage of their learning.

The school implements the statutory Welsh Baseline with children in their first 6 weeks of the Reception year.
Staff assess pupils formatively in order to support ‘next steps’ in learning.  Pupils are increasingly involved in this process, they assess their own work and that of their peers and make suggestions as to ‘next steps’ in learning.

The ‘Incerts’ system is used on a regular basis to track progress across the curriculum.

Staff and pupils develop Language, Mathematics and a General targets each term, these are shared with parents through the ‘Target Book’.  Targets are reviewed with pupils each term and parents have the opportunity to comment on progress.

As children move through the school more formal assessments are undertaken in order to track in detail the progress of each child.

These include:

· PiRA reading test – termly from summer term Reception

· PUMA Maths test – termly from summer term Reception

· Salford Sentence Reading Test – to be replace Autumn 2015
· End of Foundation Phase statutory teacher assessment

· Year 2 National Reading, Mathematical Processing and Reasoning tests – summer term in Y2

“By observing children carefully to note their progress, involvement, enjoyment, as well as focusing on the attainment of predetermined outcomes, practitioners should be able to plan a more appropriate curriculum that supports children's  development according to individual needs” WAG Foundation Phase Document 2008- Observing Children.

Reporting to Parents
Formal Parent/teacher interviews take place by appointment early in the school year and again at the end of the Summer Term. Year 2 have an additional evening in the Spring term. Written reports are sent to the parents at the end of the Summer Term. 
Home/School Links
At Ladywell Green we operate an “open door” policy (see separate policy) and staff are at the beginning and end of each day, and at other times by arrangement to speak to parents who wish to discuss any matter relevant to their child's education.

Any concerns from parents are listened to and dealt with as promptly as possible. The school promotes a good relationship with parents and endeavors to keep them informed of all school activities by means of written communication i.e. news letters, posters etc.

Parents are invited to assemblies, concerts and sporting events etc throughout the school year.

Home- School Literacy Links
One of the schools aims is to encourage children to read for leisure and pleasure. We have sought the active support of parents in this process and as a result there is an expectation that children take their reading books home regularly. A home-school Reading Record gives parents the opportunity to record comments and observations.

Courses For Parents
Parents are regularly invited to both Incredible Years Programmes, School Readiness Programmes and as part of our Basic Skills funded Family Literacy and Numeracy Programmes.

Risk Assessment
The school ensures that risk assessments are carried out before visits ensuring that the visit is suitable for all children. The visit is discussed with the parents of all children to ensure their needs are met.

Risk Assessments

These are carried out for each activity in the school.

Equal Opportunities
We believe that every person should be valued and respected equally.

We strive to create a happy and secure school which provides an effective pastoral care system where children are able to concentrate on school life; where parents feel comfortable approaching staff and feel able to participate in the life of the school.

We aim to create an effective learning environment where the quality of education is reflected in high standards of learning for the pupils; where the development needs of staff are valued; where children have equal access to all aspects and activities within the school regardless of gender, disability or race.

We create an environment within which we work together to establish a social structure which respects the needs of others and promotes equality; where the standards of what is acceptable behaviour and what is unacceptable behaviour are clearly known by all staff, pupils, parents and governors; where there are positive attitudes towards equal opportunities for all children and equality in all aspects of school life.

Monitoring Quality
This is the responsibility of the Senior Leadership Team working in partnership with all school staff, LA officers and the Governing Body. School improvement is facilitated through a process of systematic monitoring and self-evaluation. A variety of strategies are used to monitor all aspects of school life. These whole-school strategies include those that are collegiate and those led by the Senior Leadership Team.

Aims of the Monitoring and Self-Evaluation Process

· To review and evaluate the standards of teaching and learning.

· To review and evaluate the work and organisation of the school.

· To provide information about the work and performance of staff.

· To monitor and record pupil progress.

· To allocate, control and account for resources.

· To monitor and evaluate all aspects of teaching and planning

· To organise and manage the annual performance management system.

· To implement and monitor the Staff Development Policy- informed by the School Improvement Plan and annual performance management process.

Conclusion
The strength of education within the Foundation Phase lies in its flexibility, because children are able to develop and progress in their own time and at their own pace. Children's endeavours of self expression must be catered for through the continuous, enhanced and focused provision. The world is a new and wonderful place to be explored. The needs of all children must be met in a supportive environment laying a strong foundation for all that is to follow.

