LADYWELL GREEN NURSERY AND INFANT SCHOOL
Language, Literacy and Communication Skills

Introduction

This document is a statement of the aims, principals and strategies for teaching and learning of Language, Literacy and Communication Skills at Ladywell Green School.
· It was reviewed during the Autumn of 2016 through the process of consultation with teaching staff.

· It was approved by the Governing body as part of a rolling schedule in accordance with the School Development Plan.

Statement
      The study of Language, Literacy and Communication Skills
develops children’s ability to listen, speak, read and write for a wide range of purposes and audiences, including the communication of their ideas, views and feelings. Children are enabled to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as of non-fiction and media texts. Children gain an understanding of how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins. Children use their knowledge, skills and understanding in speaking, reading and writing across a range of different situations and should develop an awareness of Wales as a country with two languages.

Aims

· To help children develop the necessary skills to use the English language confidently, appropriately and accurately to the best of their ability;
· To enable children to speak clearly and audibly, and to take account of their audience, for different purposes;
· To encourage children to listen with concentration to others and to develop understanding, pleasure and empathy of what they have heard and to identify and appreciate others opinions;
·  To listen and respond to a range of stimuli, including audio visual materials and ICT interactive software;

· To teach children effective communication, both verbal and non-verbal, through a variety of drama activities;

· To help children become confident, independent readers, who gain pleasure and enjoyment from reading;
· To teach children to read a range of materials with understanding for enjoyment and for information, including fiction and non-fiction texts.
· To foster the enjoyment of writing, and a recognition of its value in communicating information for a range of audiences and purposes;
· To encourage accurate and meaningful writing, be it narrative or non-fiction in a range of contexts across the curriculum.
· To encourage and improve the planning, drafting and editing of their written work.

Principles of the Teaching and Learning of Language, Literacy and Communication Skills

Language, Literacy and Communication Skills is one of the Areas of learning within the FOUNDATION PHASE FRAMEWORK (Revised 2015).
 We aim to develop progressively the skills of:

                  Oracy

                  Reading 

                  Writing 

This is done primarily through English as:
· It is the foundation for almost all the learning which takes place in our school

· Its mastery is essential for independent learning, the world of work and most other aspects of everyday life

The skills that children develop in English are linked to, and applied in, every Area of Learning. The children’s skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening enable them to communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work at school.
Strategies for the Teaching of Language, Literacy and Communication Skills
The curriculum is organised into:

· Formal learning of reading, writing, speaking and listening in periods distinctly allocated to this work

· Informal learning which goes on throughout the school day and throughout all Areas of Learning.
The use of Information and Communication Technology, with clear learning objectives, will promote, enhance and support the teaching of English; it is used at whole- class, group and independent level.
ORACY is developed through:

· Providing a range of opportunities for children to talk in formal and informal settings
· The use of drama and role play to explore real and imagined situations, allowing children to express themselves creatively and imaginatively.
· Links between language and music exploring rhythm and rhyme
· Story time when the teacher or other adult reads aloud to the class

· Discussion and debate on topical issues both local and worldwide to a partner, small group, the class or whole school
· Sharing when pupils are encouraged to speak to their classmates

· Interviewing carried out as part of a topic or project

· The use of a range of media and stimuli including emerging technologies.
READING is developed through:

· Providing a wide range of reading material and opportunities for children to select from, including emerging technologies, for information and for entertainment

· Providing a language rich environment that immerses them in the written word

· Use of a structured reading scheme to support all pupils 
· One-to-one reading support for all children 

· A programme of phonics and word-recognition development  based on ‘Letters and Sounds’ – a synthetic phonics approach.
· Encouraging home-school reading links

· Group reading and guided reading sessions

WRITING is developed through:
· Providing a wide range of contexts for writing 

· Providing opportunities for mark making

· Paying increasing attention to punctuation, grammar and spelling as children become more fluent and confident

· Encouraging independent writing
· Using Pie Corbett strategies 

· Encouraging a process of drafting
· Providing opportunities for collaborative writing.

SPELLING is developed through:

· Developing a listening ear to distinguish sounds related to how they are written.
· Playing games and using practical activities to develop high frequency words and phonic based spellings

· Learning to spell words linked to the Phases within the ‘Letters and Sounds’ phonics programme 

· Beginning to spell own names
· Encouragement of ‘have a go’, attempting to spell words independently

· The marking of work with the pupil
· Encouragement of dictionary and word book use.
HANDWRITING is developed through:

· Providing varied opportunities for mark making using a selection of medium
· Teaching correct pencil control and left to right movement 
· Teaching correct letter formation in conjunction with the ‘Letters and Sounds’ phonics programme

· Regular teaching and practice sessions using various writing materials
· Encouraging neat presentation of work
Additional Learning Needs
We teach English to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. English forms part of the school curriculum policy which provides a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our English teaching we provide learning opportunities that strive to enable all pupils to achieve to the best of their ability and to make progress.

We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with additional learning needs, including pupils who have difficulty in reading and writing, those with disabilities, those who are more able and talented, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this.

We strive to do this through:

· Ensuring access to the whole Language, Literacy and Communication Skills curriculum by all pupils

· Ensuring support for developing literacy across the curriculum
· Providing an appropriate curriculum, ensuring that our teaching and learning opportunities are matched to the child’s needs.

· Providing support within the classroom  from the classroom teacher and Teaching Assistants where possible

· Working closely with the SENCO

· Providing an IEP which is developed in conjunction with the learner and shared with parents and which is regularly updated
· Using specific intervention programmes when appropriate

Homework is used to support Language, Literacy and Communication Skills through:
· The Home-School Reading Project which involves each child in taking a book home to read

· The learning of targeted words to support reading and spelling
· Bringing in books from home related to a topic

· Encouraging pupils to write about their topic at home 

· Setting a literacy target in the pupils’ Target book

Excellence in Language, Literacy and Communication Skills is celebrated in display and performance including:

· Display of handwritten and word-processed work

· Read or spoken presentations to the class or to the  whole school at assembly time

· Class assemblies for parents

· Performance of improvised and scripted dramatic / musical productions
Strategies for Ensuring Progress and Continuity 
Language, Literacy and Communication Skills is one of the seven areas of learning within the Foundation Phase. We use the Foundation Phase documentation as the basis for implementing the statutory requirements and for ensuring the development of skills.
Planning in Language, Literacy and Communication Skills is a process in which all teachers are involved wherein:

· The foundation for curricular planning is in the School Development Plan, developed through a process of collaboration between Staff and governors

· The Foundation Phase Framework (Revised 2015)  forms the basis of our long term planning

· Mid-term plans follow the Language and Literacy Scheme of Work (2016) and identify skills to be covered as part of specific topics within all Areas of Learning. 
· The Area of Learning leader is responsible for monitoring and reviewing these plans to ensure coverage and to ensure progression and continuity

· Class teachers complete short-term plans for the teaching of Language, Literacy and Communication. The specific learning objectives and expected outcomes from the work are identified. Activities are noted.

· The short-term plans  by individual teachers are  monitored by the Head Teacher and the Deputy Head Teacher
· Incerts is used for planning the ‘next steps’

· We make use of the Skills Framework in order to develop Thinking skills across the curriculum and to help learners think creatively and critically. This is identified in the short term plans.
Assessment of/for learning

· The short-term assessments that teachers make as part of every lesson aids future planning. They match these short-term assessments closely to the learning objectives. 
· Observations and assessments identified in short-term plans feed future planning and identify individual needs and the next stage in their learning 
· Incerts is used to assist in planning the next steps and in tracking pupil progress
· Verbal feedback and comments written with the pupils are given to help guide children’s ‘Next steps’ and progress. 
· Teachers use medium-term assessments to measure progress against the key objectives/skills 
· Ongoing and end of Year assessments assess progress against school and national targets. 
· Pupils’ workbooks with exemplar pieces of work are kept centrally .These demonstrate the school’s agreed understanding level of attainment for oracy, reading and writing. Teachers meet to review individual examples against the Foundation Phase Outcomes.

Strategies for Recording and Reporting

Records of progress in Language, Literacy and Communication skills are kept for each child.These include:
· Evaluations, assessments and observations  recorded on short term plans when appropriate
· Foundation phase outcomes and levels of attainment  recorded to identify progress using Incerts
· End of year written reports
· A written piece of work done termly in their portfolio
· A record of books read independently and as part of Guided Reading sessions
· Reading test records

Reporting to parents is done twice a year in the Autumn and Summer terms through interviews and annually through a written report. Year 2 have an additional evening in the Spring term.
 Resources 

There is a range of resources to support the teaching of Language, Literacy and Communication Skills across the school. 

All classrooms have a variety of age-appropriate resources which include:
· Class reading library which contain a selection of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, Nursery Rhymes, reference and big books 
· Dictionaries

· A reading and a writing area

· Selection of workbooks and papers with and without guidelines

· White boards and markers

· Pencils and a selection of other mark-making materials
· Writing frames

· Word mats
· Letters and sounds resources 

· Language games
· Sequencing resources
· Tape recorders/ CD players/audio texts and games
· Microphones and recording centres
· Magnetic boards and magnetic letters
· IT resources including access to an Interactive Whiteboard
· Internet access
Centrally stored resources in Language, Literacy and Communication Skills.are the responsibility of the Area of Learning leader. They include:

· The school reading scheme resources 
· Nursery Rhyme cards

· CVC books
· Big books 
· Guided reading books

· Poetry books
· Plays

· Reading material relating to the topics

· Reading material relating to other areas of learning

· Pie Corbett writing materials

· Writing frames

· Comprehension texts 

· Letters and Sounds boxes

Commercially available schemes of work are used to develop Language, Literacy and Communication Skills. The principal schemes in use in the school are:

· Oxford Reading Tree Reading Scheme
· Fireflies non-fiction

· Rigby Star fiction and Non-fiction
· Dandelion Launchers

· ORT Project X
· LCP planning programme

· Pie Corbett materials for developing writing

Other schemes are also available within the school and are used if appropriate including the Open Door Reading Scheme, Story Chest Reading Scheme, New Way Reading Scheme and Jolly Phonics.
Health and safety issues in Language, Literacy and Communication Skills  include:

· Following L.A. guidelines on school trips relating to the teaching and learning of Language, Literacy and Communication Skills.
· Using electrical resources safely

Curriculum Cymreig

Pupils will have the opportunity to listen to and read literature set in Wales and about Welsh people and their culture.
Equal Opportunity

There will be no difference in the educational opportunities offered to pupils based on ability, gender or cultural background.
Transition 

· Transition between classes within the school is supported with the child’s portfolio, teacher observation and assessments, Incerts, Pira and Salford Reading test results.

· Liaison and transition with the receiving Junior school is maintained by the transition coordinator, class teacher and SENCO meeting with Year 3 staff and is supported by the pupils’ portfolio with end of Foundation Phase documentation, National Test results and IEPs where applicable.


Monitoring and review

The work of the Area of Learning leader involves supporting colleagues in their teaching, being informed about current developments in the subject, and 

providing a strategic lead and direction for Language, Literacy and Communication Skills in the school. The Area of Learning Leader as part of the school’s Self Evaluation process meets with the head teacher and evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in the subject, and indicates areas for further improvement. The named governor responsible for literacy meets regularly with the subject leader in order to review progress.
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